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approximation on this head; but even in the absence of official
data, my companion and myself, after much observation and
discussion., agreed that while infant mortality was perhaps
greater here than in lands where better housing, better clothing,
and greater variety of domestic or hygienic means exist, the
longevity of those who escape the dangers of early childhood
seems decidely above even that of the Syrian mountains, where
also matters are on a good footing in this respect.

But, sooner or later, men must die, and death unushered in
by any direct morbid change, or in other words what is called
dying of mere old age, is a rare phenomenon, if indeed it does
not belong only to popular belief. The particular causes of
death may be latent, but they are not less real and definite,
though at times unobserved. What then are the ordinary paths
by which the human race finds its way from Arabia to man's
common home ?

And firstly, that this land is occasionally visited by epidemic
or contagious diseases, may be collected from what has been
already said. Thus the cholera, late indeed, and far from uni-
versal in its range, made an inroad in Nejed, where it seems to
have been attended by all its well-known symptoms and
horrors, though the disease did not cross the high ground that
divides Kaseem from Djebel Shorner, which latter district, by
the account of its inhabitants, enjoyed entire exemption from
the Asiatic scourge, while the low though isolated valley of
Djowf suffered severely. The JSFejcleans trace its advance from
Egypt, and assign it a regular march from west to east. The
small-pox has been known in Arabia from time immemorial,
and inoculation is still in use throughout Nejed, though no one
could tell me the date of its introduction. I hardly see how it
could have been imported from Constantinople, nor does any
Arab Lady Mary Wortley Montague lay claim to that honour.
Damascene adventurers have brought vaccination so far as the
Djowf, and Telal quite lately encouraged its extension through-
out Djebel Shomer; but in the Wahhabee dominions prejudices
analogous to those once found among the uneducated classes in
England have hitherto impeded its use. I have mentioned
scarlet fever a few lines back; the cases I witnessed were not
malignant.